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IB.  BEIJING  6530 

Classified  By:  Classified  by  DCM  David  Sedney.  Reasons  1.4  (b/d) . 

t_l . (C)  MFA  Spokesman  Liu  Jianchao's  announcement  at 

the  regular  MFA  press  briefing  that  "there  is  no  plan 
for  Foreign  Minister  Zahar  to  visit  China"  (ref  C) 
leaves  open  the  possibility  of  a visit  at  a later 
date.  This  followed  an  earlier  statement  to  AFP  that 
"as  far  as  we  know,  China  at  the  present  stage  does 
not  have  such  a plan  yet  (ref  A)." 

%2.  (C)  Israeli  Embassy  DCM  Eyal  Propper  told  us  that 
Israeli  Ambassador  Yehuda  Haim  delivered  a strong 
protest  to  the  MFA  Acting  Director  General  for  West 
Asian  and  North  African  Affairs  Qian  Xiaodong  on  April 
1I_6 . Qian  used  the  Spokesman's  language  in  his  response 
and  then  indicated  that  Israel  should  not  worry  too 
much  about  the  reports  that  Zahar  will  visit  China  in 
May  in  conjunction  with  his  trip  to  Indonesia  to 
participate  in  a conference.  Propper 's  assessment  is 
that  the  May  visit  will  not  happen  but  that  Beijing 
will  probably  invite  a Palestinian  representative  at 
some  later  point,  though  perhaps  not  Zahar. 

11.3 . (C)  We  were  unable  to  speak  April  6 with  anyone  in 

the  West  Asian  and  North  African  Affairs  Department's 
Israel  and  Palestine  Division.  Poloff  reiterated  to 
North  American  Affairs  Department  U.S.  Division  Deputy 
Director  Ren  Faqiang  the  strong  U.S.  concerns  about  an 
invitation  to  HAMAS  and  noted  that  the  Spokesman ' s 
statement  that  there  are  no  plans  for  Zahar  to  visit 
contains  more  ambiguity  than  we  would  like.  Ren  said 
the  PRC  understands  the  U.S.  position  but  that  he  was 
not  authorized  to  say  anything  beyond  the  Spokesman's 
statement.  In  a separate  April  6 conversation,  MFA 
Director  for  Korean  Peninsula  Affairs  Yang  Jian 
(strictly  protect)  told  Poloff  she  had  heard 
discussion  within  the  MFA  to  the  effect  that  West 
Asian  and  North  African  Department  officials  had  been 
harshly  criticized  for  allowing  reports  of  an 
invitation  to  Zahar  to  surface  in  the  run-up  to 
President  Hu's  visit  to  the  United  States. 

11_4 . (C)  We  will  keep  reminding  PRC  officials  of  the 
importance  of  this  issue. 

RANDT 


